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Self-­‐Study	
  Scholars’	
  Collaborative	
  (S3C)	
  on	
  
the	
  Visually	
  Rich	
  Digital	
  Learning	
  

Environment	
  

0 a	
  one-­‐year,	
  transdisciplinary	
  and	
  collaborative	
  self-­‐

study	
  learning	
  community	
  devoted	
  to	
  the	
  self-­‐study	
  of	
  

teaching	
  and	
  learning	
  in	
  and	
  with	
  visually	
  rich	
  digital	
  

learning	
  environments.	
  	
  



Image	
  &	
  Text	
  
0 An	
  image-­‐based	
  world,	
  where	
  digital	
  devices	
  and	
  
media	
  bring	
  to	
  the	
  Jingertips	
  of	
  every	
  connected	
  
learner	
  not	
  only	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  consume	
  visual	
  images	
  
but	
  also	
  the	
  power	
  to	
  create	
  complex	
  visual	
  narratives	
  
	
  

0  	
  Print-­‐based	
  faculty:	
  most	
  university	
  faculty	
  ground	
  
their	
  instructional	
  styles,	
  their	
  scholarly	
  pursuits,	
  and	
  
their	
  curriculum	
  development	
  in	
  the	
  print-­‐based	
  
model	
  in	
  which	
  they	
  were	
  formed	
  and	
  trained.	
  	
  



Dispositions	
  of	
  a	
  Beginner’s	
  Mind	
  ~	
  S3C	
  

A	
  willingness	
  to:	
  
	
  
0  Explore	
  	
  pedagogy	
  and	
  curriculum	
  in	
  “studios”	
  of	
  collaborative	
  
inquiry	
  and	
  exchange	
  	
  

0  Embrace	
  mistakes	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  growth	
  
0  Cultivate	
  openness	
  to	
  continuous	
  learning	
  and	
  divergent	
  thinking	
  
0  Experiment	
  courageously	
  	
  
0  Learn	
  from	
  others	
  outside	
  their	
  discipline	
  and	
  instructional	
  units	
  
0  Be	
  vulnerable	
  within	
  the	
  learning	
  community	
  	
  
0  Share	
  knowledge	
  generated	
  by	
  the	
  study	
  through	
  presentation	
  
and	
  publication,	
  both	
  individual	
  and	
  collaborative	
  

   	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Constantine,	
  Samaras,	
  &	
  Smith,	
  2014	
  



What	
  is	
  Self-­‐Study?	
  

Faculty	
  systematically	
  examine	
  their	
  role:	
  

0 	
  In	
  a	
  professional-­‐based	
  	
  inquiry	
  	
  

0 	
  With	
  ongoing	
  and	
  regular	
  peer	
  review	
  from	
  

critical	
  friends	
  	
  

0 	
  To	
  improve	
  practice	
  and	
  learning	
  for	
  

themselves	
  and	
  others	
  



How	
  do	
  I	
  improve	
  my	
  teaching	
  
practice	
  as	
  a	
  teacher	
  using	
  the	
  
self-­‐study	
  research	
  
methodology?	
   



Self-­‐study	
  is	
  beyond	
  the	
  self.	
  
 

 
How Self-Study has Changed the Way I Teach Science 

Kirk D. Borne (2011) 
 

How can I integrate a scientific research experience for the 
students in my science classes, and thus reduce my dependency 
on a lecture style of teaching? 



Who	
  beneJits	
  from	
  exploring	
  this	
  
inquiry	
  besides	
  you?	
  	
  
	
  

So	
  what	
  &	
  for	
  whom? 



Professional	
  BeneJits	
  of	
  Self-­‐Study	
  

•  Acknowledges	
  the	
  complexities	
  of	
  teaching	
  
and	
  learning	
  
	
  
•  Promotes	
  integration	
  and	
  wholeness	
  
through	
  collaboration	
  
	
  

 
   
      Lesley Smith, Digital Literacy Professor, GMU 



We	
  have	
  the	
  capacity:	
  	
  

• to	
  learn	
  by	
  self-­‐assessing	
  our	
  teaching	
  practice	
  

• to	
  develop	
  each	
  others’	
  capacities	
  as	
  learners	
  

and	
  teachers	
  



Self-­‐study	
  is	
  trans-­‐disciplinary.	
  



Self-­‐study	
  can	
  be	
  topic	
  based	
  and	
  university	
  sponsored!	
  

 
Scholars of Studying Teaching 

Collaborative on e-Learning (SoSTCe-L) 



	
  
Self-­‐Study	
  Scholars’	
  Collaborative	
  (S3C)	
  on	
  the	
  Visually	
  

Rich	
  Digital	
  Learning	
  Environment	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  



























Any	
  Questions?	
  


